April 22, 2026
Distant Neighbors
by Max Millard

If you have ever been to Mexico, see if you agree with the following statement:

“Probably nowhere in the world do two countries as different as Mexico and the
United States live side by side. The contrast is shocking — from wealth to poverty,

from organization to improvisation ... the two countries are separated by language,
religion, race, philosophy and history.”

Those are the opening words of the book “Distant Neighbors: A Portrait of the
Mexicans” by Alan Riding, published in 1985.
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