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My Other Life
by Max Millard

For 11 months of the year, | live a simple life of retirement. I'm the
resident manager of a small apartment building in San Francisco, where
my wife Salve and | have an apartment on the 4™ floor. If you stick your
neck out the window, you can just see the Golden Gate Bridge.

| can go almost anywhere by bus, or catch an Uber. | can get online with
my phone anywhere in the city. | can watch TV, buy a newspaper, mail a
letter, visit a library.

But for one month of the year, all these comforts vanish. For four of the
last five summers, Salve and | have spent that month on the island of
Masbate in the central Philippines, in a house on the plot of land where
she was born.

our house in Masbate



